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last home I That year I kept open Christmas at Thry-bergh.
The Duke of Newcastle, late general of the King's army in our civil wars, was then near eighty years of age, but very ingenious and present to himself. He used to say that he hoped to see five generations of my family; that he knew Sir Thomas Eeresby very well, and desired to be godfather to my son, if he lived till one was born to the family. My Lord Castleton and rny Lady Viscountess Monson (my aunt) -were his partners at the font.
I went to London in the spring with my family, where the Court and town were in great joy and gallantry; peace being now concluded with France, Denmark and the States-General, and also with Spain. Ambassadors extraordinary were sent and received with great splendour, to confirm the same between the said princes.
1669.
April. The Prince of Tuscany came to London with a retinue and equipage suitable to his quality. The King entertained him magnificently; after some time he kept house at his own charge, where he had all the portable varieties for food and drink Italy could afford. I dined twice with him ; he was very kind to me, as he was to all those that had travelled in Italy, and spoke the language. The Prince of Denmark was there also this spring, who some years after married the Princess Anne of England. All these jollities were turned into mourning for the death of the Queen Mother, who died about this time at Paris. She was a great princess, and my very good mistress.
The Earl of Stafford's butler, one that had got 800Z. or 900?. in service, died at Brinsford, a lordship of mine. I then being at London, when I had notice of it, I begged